
War Story: The Ethics of Emerging
Technologies in International Affairs
As the world rapidly evolves, new technologies are emerging that have the
potential to profoundly impact international affairs. From artificial
intelligence to autonomous weapons, these technologies raise a host of
ethical questions that must be addressed if we are to avoid unintended
consequences and ensure a safe and secure future.

In his book War Story: The Ethics of Emerging Technologies in International
Affairs, author David Kilcullen provides a comprehensive overview of the
ethical challenges posed by these new technologies. Drawing on his
experience as a military strategist and advisor, Kilcullen offers a unique
perspective on the potential risks and benefits of these technologies and
provides practical recommendations for how to mitigate the risks and
maximize the benefits.
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Key Concepts

The following are some of the key concepts discussed in War Story:

Artificial intelligence (AI): AI systems can perform tasks that typically
require human intelligence, such as learning, problem-solving, and
decision-making. AI has the potential to revolutionize many aspects of
warfare, from targeting and surveillance to logistics and planning.

Autonomous weapons: Autonomous weapons are systems that can
select and attack targets without human intervention. These weapons
raise serious ethical concerns, as they have the potential to kill
civilians and other non-combatants without human oversight.

Cyber warfare: Cyber warfare is the use of computers and networks
to attack an enemy's critical infrastructure, such as power grids,
financial systems, and communication networks. Cyber warfare raises
a host of ethical questions, as it can cause widespread damage and
disruption.

Ethical Challenges

The use of emerging technologies in international affairs raises a number of
ethical challenges, including:

The potential for unintended consequences: New technologies
often have unintended consequences that can be difficult to predict.
For example, the development of autonomous weapons could lead to
a decrease in human oversight and an increase in the risk of civilian
casualties.



The threat to human dignity: Some technologies, such as AI, could
potentially threaten human dignity by automating tasks that are
currently performed by humans. For example, the use of AI to make
life-or-death decisions could undermine the value of human life.

The erosion of international norms: The use of new technologies
could erode international norms and undermine the rule of law. For
example, the use of cyber warfare could potentially blur the lines
between war and peace and make it more difficult to hold states
accountable for their actions.

Recommendations

In War Story, Kilcullen provides a number of recommendations for how to
mitigate the risks and maximize the benefits of emerging technologies in
international affairs. These recommendations include:

Develop clear ethical guidelines: Governments and international
organizations should develop clear ethical guidelines for the use of
emerging technologies in international affairs. These guidelines should
be based on the principles of proportionality, distinction, and necessity.

Promote responsible innovation: Governments and international
organizations should promote responsible innovation by encouraging
the development of new technologies that are designed to minimize
the risks of unintended consequences.

Strengthen international cooperation: Governments and
international organizations should strengthen international cooperation
to address the challenges posed by the use of emerging technologies
in international affairs. This cooperation should include joint research,
risk assessments, and the development of common ethical standards.



The emergence of new technologies is rapidly changing the landscape of
international affairs. These technologies have the potential to bring about
significant benefits, but they also raise serious ethical challenges. By
understanding the ethical implications of these technologies and by taking
steps to mitigate the risks, we can ensure that they are used in a way that
benefits all of humanity.
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