
Unveiling the Middle East's Unseen Role: The
Great War's Profound Impact
As the world marked the centenary of World War I, the focus largely
remained on the European battlefields and the global powers involved.
Little attention was paid to the Middle East, which played a crucial yet
largely overlooked role in the conflict. The book "The Middle East In The
Great War" aims to fill this gap by providing a comprehensive examination
of the region's involvement.

A Land of Aching Hearts: The Middle East in the Great
War by Leila Tarazi Fawaz

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 5869 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 415 pages

Middle East's Entry into the Maelstrom

The Middle East was not an immediate participant in the war. However, the
region's strategic importance, particularly its oil reserves, quickly drew the
attention of the warring powers. The Ottoman Empire, which controlled
much of the Middle East, was aligned with the Central Powers. On the
other side, Britain and France sought to secure their interests in the region
and expand their colonial empires.
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The Middle East as a Battlefield

The Middle East became a critical theater of war, with major battles taking
place in Mesopotamia, Palestine, and the Arabian Peninsula. The Ottoman
Empire faced off against British, French, and Russian forces, while Arab
nationalists, led by figures like Lawrence of Arabia, revolted against
Ottoman rule.

The fighting in the Middle East was brutal and costly. The Gallipoli
Campaign, an attempt by the Allied forces to seize control of the
Dardanelles Strait, resulted in heavy losses on both sides. The British
invasion of Mesopotamia, aimed at securing control of oil resources, ended
in disaster, with thousands of soldiers dying from disease and starvation.
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The Gallipoli Campaign was a major defeat for the Allies, with heavy casualties on
both sides.

The Divide-and-Rule Strategy: Britain and France

As the war progressed, Britain and France realized that they needed to
secure their influence in the Middle East. They employed a divide-and-rule
strategy, promising independence or autonomy to various Arab groups in
exchange for their support against the Ottoman Empire. The most famous
of these agreements was the Sykes-Picot Agreement, which divided the
Ottoman territories in the Middle East into British and French spheres of
influence.
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However, these promises were often broken, leading to widespread
resentment among Arab nationalists. The Balfour Declaration, issued by
the British government in 1917, pledged support for a Jewish homeland in
Palestine, further complicating the region's political landscape.

The Birth of Modern Middle Eastern Nations
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The end of World War I brought about the collapse of the Ottoman Empire
and the creation of new nation-states in the Middle East. However, the
bFree Downloads of these states were often drawn arbitrarily by the
European powers, leading to ongoing conflicts and tensions in the region.

The war also had a significant impact on the development of Arab
nationalism. The Arab Revolt, led by figures like Lawrence of Arabia, was a
major factor in the decline of Ottoman rule. However, the post-war
settlement failed to meet the aspirations of Arab nationalists, who sought
independence and self-determination.

Lawrence of Arabia's influence helped galvanize Arab nationalists during World War
I.
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The Middle East played a crucial role in World War I, yet its significance
has often been overlooked. The book "The Middle East In The Great War"
provides a comprehensive account of the region's involvement, shedding
light on the complex geopolitical dynamics that shaped the conflict and its
aftermath.

By examining the battles, alliances, and political machinations of the
period, this book offers a nuanced understanding of the Middle East's
transformation from an Ottoman province to a region divided by colonialism
and nationalism. It is a must-read for anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of World War I and its lasting impact on the Middle East.
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