True Crime Stories That Took Years to Crack:
Cold Cases Solved

The world of true crime is filled with captivating stories of unsolved
mysteries and cold cases that have haunted investigators and captivated
the public for years. These cases often involve heinous crimes that leave
behind unanswered questions and a lingering sense of injustice.
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However, with the tireless efforts of dedicated detectives, forensic
scientists, and advancements in investigative techniques, some of these
elusive cases have finally been cracked open, bringing long-awaited
closure to victims' families and a sense of triumph to the criminal justice
system.

The Zodiac Killer: A Decades-Long Mystery
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One of the most infamous cold cases in American history, the Zodiac Killer
terrorized Northern California in the late 1960s. The killer sent cryptic letters
to newspapers, taunting police with details of his crimes and threatening to
kill again. Despite an extensive investigation, the Zodiac Killer's identity
remained unknown for decades.

In 2020, a team of citizen sleuths and law enforcement officials cracked the
killer's infamous 340-character cipher, which contained a possible suspect's
name. Further investigation led to the identification of a deceased suspect,
Arthur Leigh Allen, who fit the profile of the Zodiac Killer and had a history
of violent behavior.

The Golden State Killer: Decades of Terror and DNA Breakthrough

For over 40 years, the Golden State Killer committed a series of brutal
rapes and murders across California. The elusive criminal left few clues
behind, and the case grew cold until a DNA breakthrough in 2018.

Investigators compared DNA from the crime scenes with a genetic
genealogy database and identified a potential suspect, Joseph James
DeAngelo, a former police officer. DeAngelo was arrested in 2018 and
pleaded guilty to 13 murders and numerous rapes. His capture brought a
sense of closure to countless victims and their families.

The McStay Family Murders: A Suburban Mystery

In 2010, the McStay family of Fallbrook, California, vanished without a
trace. Their home appeared undisturbed, and there were no signs of a
struggle. The case became a baffling mystery that haunted the community.



Years later, in 2019, a tip led investigators to a remote desert location
where the bodies of the family were discovered. The investigation revealed
that the family had been murdered by a former business associate, Charles
"Chase" Merritt.

The Delphi Murders: A Social Media Investigation

In 2017, two teenage girls, Abby Williams and Libby German, were brutally
murdered while hiking in Delphi, Indiana. The case captivated the nation as
authorities released a chilling audio recording of the killer's voice.

Using social media and crowdsourcing, investigators received a tip that led
to the identification of a suspect, Richard Allen. In 2023, Allen was arrested
and charged with the murders. The case highlighted the power of public
participation in solving crimes.

These true crime stories that took years to crack serve as a testament to
the tenacity of investigators and the advancements in forensic science.
They remind us that even the most elusive criminals can be brought to
justice, and that hope for closure and resolution should never be lost.

As technology continues to evolve and investigative techniques improve,
we can expect to see more cold cases cracked open, bringing justice to
victims and their loved ones.
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