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Alexandria, founded by Alexander the Great in 331 BC, was once a thriving
metropolis and a center of learning and culture. For centuries, it played a
pivotal role in the development of Western civilization. But its rise was not
without its falls, and in the end, the city was reduced to ruins.

In this article, we will explore the history and legacy of Alexandria, from its
founding to its decline. We will discuss the factors that contributed to its
rise, including its strategic location, its role as a center of trade, and its
intellectual achievements. We will also explore the reasons for its fall,
including political instability, economic decline, and natural disasters.

The Founding of Alexandria
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Alexandria was founded by Alexander the Great in 331 BC on the site of a

small Egyptian village called Rhacotis. The city was named after Alexander
himself and was intended to be a major port and center of trade.
Alexandria's strategic location on the Mediterranean Sea made it an ideal
place for a port, and it quickly became a major hub for trade between Egypt
and the rest of the Mediterranean world.

Alexander's vision for Alexandria was to create a city that would be a center
of learning and culture. He invited scholars and artists from all over the
world to come to Alexandria and make it their home. The city soon became
a major center of learning, and its library was one of the largest and most
important in the ancient world.

The Rise of Alexandria
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The Library of Alexandria was one of the largest and most important libraries in the
ancient world.

Under the Ptolemaic dynasty, which ruled Egypt from 305 to 30 BC,
Alexandria continued to grow and prosper. The city became a major center
of trade and commerce, and its population grew to over 1 million people.
Alexandria was also a major center of learning and culture, and its library
was one of the largest and most important in the ancient world.

The Library of Alexandria was home to over 700,000 scrolls, and it was a
major center of scholarship and research. Scholars from all over the world
came to Alexandria to study at the library and to consult with its scholars.
The library was also a major center of book production, and it produced
some of the most important works of literature, science, and philosophy in
the ancient world.
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The Fall of Alexandria

The decline of Alexandria began in the 1st century BC. The city was

plagued by political instability and economic decline. The Roman conquest
of Egypt in 30 BC further weakened the city, and its population began to
decline. In the 4th century AD, Alexandria was sacked by the Roman
emperor Aurelian, and its library was destroyed.

The destruction of the Library of Alexandria was a major blow to the city's
intellectual life. Alexandria never fully recovered from this loss, and it
gradually declined in importance. By the Middle Ages, Alexandria was a
shadow of its former glory. It was not until the 19th century that the city
began to experience a revival.

The Legacy of Alexandria
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The Pharos Lighthouse was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

Despite its decline, Alexandria has left a lasting legacy on the world. The
city was a major center of learning and culture, and its scholars and artists
made significant contributions to the development of Western civilization.
The Library of Alexandria was one of the most important libraries in the
ancient world, and it played a major role in the dissemination of knowledge.
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The Pharos Lighthouse, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World,
was a marvel of engineering and a testament to the skill of the city's
builders.

Alexandria is a reminder of the power of human creativity and achievement.
It is a city that has risen and fallen, but its legacy continues to inspire us
today.
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