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The Battle of the Somme was one of the most important battles of World
War I. It was fought from July 1 to November 18, 1916, on the Western
Front in France. The battle was a British and French offensive against the
German army.

The Somme was one of the bloodiest battles in human history. Over 1
million men were killed or wounded in just a few months. The battle was a
turning point in the war, and it helped to shape the course of the 20th
century.

The Causes of the Somme

The Battle of the Somme was caused by a number of factors. One factor
was the stalemate on the Western Front. By 1916, the war had reached a
stalemate, with neither side able to make significant gains. The British and
French were determined to break the stalemate, and they believed that a
major offensive on the Somme would do the trick.

Another factor that led to the Somme was the rise of trench warfare. Trench
warfare was a new form of warfare that had developed on the Western
Front. Trench warfare involved digging trenches and fighting from them.
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This type of warfare was very bloody and costly, and it led to a large
number of casualties.

The Battle of the Somme

The Battle of the Somme began on July 1, 1916, with a massive British and
French artillery bombardment. The bombardment lasted for seven days,
and it was one of the heaviest artillery bombardments in the history of
warfare.

On July 1, the British and French infantry advanced on the German lines.
The Germans were well-prepared for the attack, and they inflicted heavy
casualties on the attackers. The British and French were unable to break
through the German lines, and the battle quickly became a stalemate.

The fighting on the Somme continued for months. The British and French
made several attempts to break through the German lines, but they were
unsuccessful. The Germans also launched several counterattacks, but they
were unable to dislodge the British and French from their positions.

The Battle of the Somme finally ended on November 18, 1916. The British
and French had failed to achieve their objectives, and they had suffered
heavy casualties. The Germans had also suffered heavy casualties, but
they had managed to hold onto their positions.

The Aftermath of the Somme

The Battle of the Somme was a major turning point in World War I. The
battle showed that the war was not going to be won quickly or easily. The
battle also led to a loss of confidence in the British and French high
commands.



The Somme also had a profound impact on the civilian population of
Europe. The battle led to a wave of anti-war sentiment, and it helped to fuel
the rise of pacifism.

The Legacy of the Somme

The Battle of the Somme is still remembered today as one of the bloodiest
and most brutal battles in human history. The battle had a profound impact
on the course of World War I, and it helped to shape the course of the 20th
century.

Andrew Robertshaw's Somme 1916

Andrew Robertshaw's Somme 1916 is a new book that tells the story of the
battle from the perspective of the soldiers who fought in it. Robertshaw has
interviewed dozens of veterans of the battle, and he has used their stories
to create a vivid and moving account of the fighting.

Somme 1916 is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
Battle of the Somme. The book is a powerful and moving tribute to the men
who fought and died in one of the bloodiest battles in human history.

The Battle of the Somme was a turning point in World War I. The battle
showed that the war was going to be long and bloody, and it led to a loss of
confidence in the British and French high commands. The Somme also had
a profound impact on the civilian population of Europe, leading to a
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