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Humans and fire have long shared a close and complex relationship. For
millennia, people have used fire for warmth, cooking, protection, and
clearing land. But fire can also be a destructive force, devastating forests
and communities.

The Weyerhaeuser Company has a long history with fire. The company's
founders, Frederick Weyerhaeuser and Frederick Denkmann, were both
immigrants from Germany who came to the United States in the mid-1800s.
They started their careers in the lumber industry, and in 1900, they founded
the Weyerhaeuser Timber Company.
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In the early days of the company, fire was seen as an enemy. Wildfires
could destroy vast tracts of timber, and slash fires were often used to clear
land for agriculture. However, as the company grew and expanded, its
leaders began to realize that fire could also be a tool for good.

In the 1930s, Weyerhaeuser began to develop a more sustainable
approach to forestry. The company began to use prescribed burning to
reduce the risk of wildfires and to improve the health of its forests.

Prescribed Burning

Prescribed burning is a controlled fire that is used to achieve specific land
management goals. Prescribed burns are typically used to reduce the risk
of wildfires, to improve the health of forests, and to promote the growth of
certain plant species.

Weyerhaeuser uses prescribed burning on a regular basis to manage its
forests. The company's prescribed burning program is based on the latest
scientific research, and it is designed to minimize the risk of wildfires and to
protect the environment.

Smokey Bear

In the 1940s, Weyerhaeuser played a key role in the development of
Smokey Bear, the iconic symbol of wildfire prevention. Smokey Bear was
created by the U.S. Forest Service in 1944, and Weyerhaeuser was one of
the first companies to adopt him as its mascot.

Over the years, Smokey Bear has become one of the most recognizable
symbols in the world. His message of wildfire prevention has helped to
save countless lives and property.



The Cycle of Fire

Fire is a natural part of the forest ecosystem. It can destroy, but it can also
renew. The cycle of fire is a process that has been occurring for centuries,
and it is a process that is essential for the health of the forest.

Weyerhaeuser understands the importance of the cycle of fire. The
company's forestry practices are designed to mimic the natural fire cycle,
and to protect the health of its forests.

The Future of Fire

Fire will continue to be a part of the forest ecosystem for centuries to come.
However, the way that we manage fire will change in the future. As climate
change continues to impact the planet, we will need to find new ways to
reduce the risk of wildfires and to protect our forests.

Weyerhaeuser is committed to finding sustainable solutions to the
challenges of fire. The company is investing in research and development
to find new ways to reduce the risk of wildfires, to improve the health of its
forests, and to promote the growth of renewable resources.

The story of Weyerhaeuser and fire is a story of change and adaptation. It
is a story of how the company has learned to live with fire, and to use it to
create a more sustainable future.

The book "Fire: A Brief History of Weyerhaeuser's Cycle of Fire" is a
valuable resource for anyone who is interested in the history of forestry, the
role of fire in the forest ecosystem, and the challenges of wildfire
management.
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