
Explore the Legendary Staghound Armored
Car: A Comprehensive Guide
Prepare to embark on a captivating journey into the fascinating world of the
Staghound armored car, a legendary vehicle that played a pivotal role in
World War II. This comprehensive guide will delve deep into the history,
design, variants, deployment, and legacy of this iconic armored fighting
vehicle.

Origins and Development

The Staghound armored car emerged from the pressing need of the British
Army for a modern, high-speed reconnaissance vehicle during the early
stages of World War II. Inspired by the successful Marmon-Herrington MK
III armored car, the British approached the United States for assistance in
developing a similar vehicle.
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In 1941, the U.S. Ordnance Department commissioned the Ford Motor
Company to design and produce a prototype armored car. The result was
the T17E1 Staghound, which featured a rugged chassis, a powerful engine,
and a fully enclosed turret.

Design and Capabilities

The Staghound armored car was a masterpiece of engineering, boasting a
unique and innovative design that set it apart from other vehicles of its time.
It featured:

Lightweight and Durable Construction: The Staghound's chassis
was constructed of high-strength steel, providing excellent protection
while keeping the overall weight low.

Powerful Engine: Powered by a Cadillac V8 engine developing 110
horsepower, the Staghound possessed exceptional speed and agility,
capable of reaching speeds of up to 55 miles per hour.

Fully Enclosed Turret: The turret provided 360-degree visibility and
protection for the crew, housing a 37mm automatic cannon as its
primary armament.

Coaxial Machine Guns: Two .30-caliber machine guns were mounted
coaxially with the main gun, providing additional火力.

4x4 Drive System: The Staghound's advanced 4x4 drive system
allowed it to navigate challenging terrain, including rough roads, mud,
and snow.

Variants and Modifications



Throughout its production, the Staghound armored car underwent various
modifications and upgrades, leading to several variants. These included:

T17E1 Staghound: The original prototype, featuring a 37mm M6 gun
and a single .30-caliber machine gun.

T17E2 Staghound: Upgraded with a 37mm QF 6-pounder gun and
two .30-caliber machine guns.

T17E3 Staghound: Introduced a new turret design with a 37mm
automatic cannon and two .30-caliber machine guns.

Staghound Mk I: British version of the T17E3, equipped with a 40mm
QF 2-pounder gun.

Deployment and Combat Service

The Staghound armored car saw extensive combat service during World
War II, primarily with British and Commonwealth forces. It played a vital role
in:

North Africa Campaign: The Staghound was instrumental in the
British Eighth Army's victory at the Second Battle of El Alamein.

Italian Campaign: Staghounds were deployed in the Allied invasion of
Italy, providing reconnaissance and火力 support.

Northwest Europe Campaign: The vehicle participated in the D-Day
landings and subsequent operations in France and Germany.

The Staghound's speed, agility, and firepower made it a formidable
opponent on the battlefield, earning it a reputation as one of the most
effective armored cars of World War II.



Legacy and Impact

The Staghound armored car left an enduring legacy on armored warfare.
Its innovative design and combat performance influenced the development
of future armored vehicles. The Staghound's legacy is evident in:

Post-War Service: Staghounds continued to serve with various
armies worldwide after World War II.

Historical Significance: The vehicle is recognized as a significant
historical artifact, representing the technological advancements of its
time.

Museum Exhibits: Staghounds are preserved and displayed in
museums around the world, showcasing their importance in military
history.

The Staghound armored car stands as a testament to the ingenuity and
perseverance of the engineers and soldiers who developed and operated it.
Its story is one of innovation, combat effectiveness, and lasting impact on
military history.

In-Depth Exploration with "Staghound Armored Car 1942 62 New
Vanguard 159"

For those seeking a deeper dive into the fascinating world of the
Staghound armored car, the book "Staghound Armored Car 1942 62 New
Vanguard 159" offers an unparalleled resource.

Written by renowned military historian David Doyle, this comprehensive
volume provides:



Detailed analysis of the Staghound's design, development, and
variants

Captivating accounts of its combat service in major campaigns

Rare photographs and illustrations

First-hand accounts from veterans who served with the Staghound

Whether you're a seasoned military enthusiast or simply curious about the
history of armored vehicles, "Staghound Armored Car 1942 62 New
Vanguard 159" is an essential addition to your library.
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Embark on an unforgettable journey into the history of the Staghound
armored car today, and discover the extraordinary story of this legendary
fighting vehicle.

Learn More About "Staghound Armored Car 1942 62 New Vanguard 159"
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