
Design By Deficit, Neglect And The Accidental
City: Uncovering the Hidden Patterns of Urban
Development
Urban landscapes are not just static collections of buildings and streets;
they are living, breathing entities that evolve over time. The way a city looks
and functions is shaped by a multitude of factors, including its history,
culture, economics, and politics. But what happens when these forces are
absent or weak? What happens when a city is left to develop without a
clear plan or direction?

This is where the concept of 'Design by Deficit' comes into play. Design by
Deficit is a term coined by architect and urban planner Peter Marcuse to
describe the process of urban development that occurs in the absence of
intentional design or planning. It is a process that is characterized by
neglect, improvisation, and adaptation.
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The Causes of Design By Deficit

There are many reasons why a city might experience Design by Deficit.
Some of the most common causes include:

Lack of resources: Cities that are struggling to make ends meet may
not have the resources to invest in planning and design.

Political instability: Cities that are experiencing political instability
may not have the stability or continuity to develop and implement a
comprehensive plan.

Rapid growth: Cities that are experiencing rapid growth may not have
the time or capacity to plan for the future.

Historic neglect: Cities that have been neglected for many years may
have a difficult time attracting investment and resources to support
redevelopment.

The Impacts of Design By Deficit

Design by Deficit can have a profound impact on the way a city develops.
Some of the most common impacts include:

Inequality: Design by Deficit can lead to increased inequality, as the
wealthy and powerful are able to take advantage of opportunities that
are not available to the poor and marginalized.

Sprawl: Design by Deficit can lead to urban sprawl, as development
occurs in a haphazard and unplanned manner.

Environmental degradation: Design by Deficit can lead to
environmental degradation, as development occurs without regard to
the natural environment.



Social unrest: Design by Deficit can lead to social unrest, as residents
become frustrated with the lack of planning and investment in their
communities.

The Accidental City

In some cases, Design by Deficit can lead to the creation of what Peter
Marcuse calls the 'Accidental City'. The Accidental City is a city that has
developed without a clear plan or direction, but which has nevertheless
managed to create a vibrant and livable environment. Accidental Cities are
often characterized by their diversity, creativity, and resilience.

Some of the most famous examples of Accidental Cities include:

New York City: New York City is a sprawling metropolis that has been
shaped by centuries of immigration and development. It is a city of
contrasts, with towering skyscrapers and dense slums side by side.

London: London is another sprawling metropolis that has been
shaped by centuries of history. It is a city of great wealth and poverty,
and is home to some of the world's most famous landmarks.

Tokyo: Tokyo is a modern metropolis that has been rebuilt several
times after being destroyed by earthquakes and fires. It is a city of
constant change, and is home to a vibrant and diverse population.

The Future of Design By Deficit

The future of Design by Deficit is uncertain. As cities continue to grow and
change, it is likely that we will see more examples of both the positive and
negative impacts of this process. However, there are also signs that we are



beginning to understand the challenges of Design by Deficit and to develop
strategies to address them.

One of the most important things that we can do is to invest in planning and
design. This means creating comprehensive plans that guide development
and ensuring that these plans are implemented. It also means investing in
public space and infrastructure, and providing support for affordable
housing and other essential services.

By taking these steps, we can help to create cities that are more livable,
equitable, and sustainable. We can also help to prevent the negative
impacts of Design by Deficit and to create Accidental Cities that are vibrant,
diverse, and resilient.

Design by Deficit is a complex and challenging issue, but it is also an issue
that is full of potential. By understanding the causes and impacts of Design
by Deficit, we can develop strategies to address its challenges and to
create more livable, equitable, and sustainable cities.

The Accidental City is a reminder that even in the absence of intentional
design or planning, cities can still develop into vibrant and livable places.
By learning from the Accidental City, we can develop strategies to create
more sustainable and resilient cities for the future.
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