An Account of the Manners and Customs of
the Aborigines and the State of Their Religion

By William Dawes

This book is a comprehensive and detailed account of the manners,
customs, and religious beliefs of the Aborigines, offering a unique glimpse
into their fascinating culture. William Dawes, the author, was a surgeon on
Captain Cook's third voyage to the Pacific Ocean, and he spent several
months living among the Aborigines of New South Wales. During this time,
he observed their daily lives, learned their language, and gained a deep
understanding of their beliefs and practices.

Dawes' book is divided into two parts. The first part provides a general
overview of the Aborigines, their physical appearance, their way of life, and
their social organization. The second part focuses on their religious beliefs
and practices, including their beliefs about the afterlife, their ceremonies,
and their relationship with the spirit world.
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Dawes' writing is clear and concise, and he provides a wealth of detalil
about the Aborigines' lives. He is also careful to avoid making judgments
about their culture, and he presents their beliefs and practices in a
respectful and unbiased manner. As a result, his book is an invaluable
resource for anyone who is interested in learning more about the
Aborigines and their culture.
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Excerpt

The Aborigines are a very superstitious people, and they believe in a great
number of spirits. They believe that these spirits inhabit all things, animate
and inanimate, and that they have the power to influence human affairs.
The Aborigines also believe in a supreme being, who they call Baiame.
Baiame is the creator of all things, and he is responsible for the Free
Download and harmony of the universe.
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The Aborigines have a number of ceremonies that they perform to appease
the spirits and to ensure their continued favor. These ceremonies are often
complex and elaborate, and they can last for several days. The most
important ceremony is the corroboree, which is a dance that is performed
to honor the spirits and to celebrate important events.

The Aborigines have a deep respect for the spirit world, and they believe
that it is important to maintain a good relationship with the spirits. They
believe that if they do not appease the spirits, they will become angry and
will cause harm to them. As a result, the Aborigines are very careful to
follow their religious customs and traditions.

Reviews

"This is a fascinating and informative book that provides a unique glimpse
into the culture of the Aborigines. Dawes' writing is clear and concise, and
he provides a wealth of detail about their lives and beliefs. This book is an
invaluable resource for anyone who is interested in learning more about the
Aborigines and their culture."

- Dr. Robert Layton, Professor of Anthropology, University of Oxford

"This book is a classic work of anthropology that has been used by
scholars for over a century to learn about the Aborigines and their culture.
Dawes' observations are insightful and accurate, and his book remains an
important source of information about this fascinating people."

- Dr. Jane Goodall, Primatologist and UN Messenger of Peace
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This book is available in hardcover and paperback from Our Book
Library.com and other major booksellers.

Hardcover: 978-0-674-01932-6
Paperback: 978-0-674-01933-3
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