
1941: The Year Germany Lost the War
In the annals of World War II, 1941 looms as a pivotal year, a turning point
that set the stage for the eventual defeat of Nazi Germany. In his
groundbreaking book, "1941: The Year Germany Lost the War," acclaimed
historian Robert M. Citino offers a fresh and compelling account of this
momentous year.

Drawing on a wealth of sources, including newly declassified documents,
Citino argues that Hitler's hubris and miscalculations, coupled with the
resilience of his adversaries, sealed Germany's fate. He paints a vivid
picture of the key battles and campaigns of 1941, from the invasion of the
Soviet Union to the attack on Pearl Harbor, and shows how these events
interacted to create a chain reaction that ultimately doomed the Third
Reich.
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Citino begins his book by setting the stage for the events of 1941. He
describes the rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party, the appeasement policies of
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the Western powers, and the outbreak of the war in 1939. He then turns to
the year 1941 itself, focusing on the key events that led to Germany's
eventual defeat.

One of the most important events of 1941 was the invasion of the Soviet
Union, Operation Barbarossa. Hitler had long planned to conquer the
Soviet Union, and he believed that a swift victory would knock the Soviet
Union out of the war and secure Germany's eastern flank. However, the
Soviet Union proved to be a much more formidable opponent than Hitler
had anticipated. The Red Army fought a tenacious defense, and the
German army was soon bogged down in a bloody and costly war of
attrition.

Another key event of 1941 was the attack on Pearl Harbor. On December
7, 1941, Japanese forces attacked the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor,
killing over 2,400 Americans and sinking or damaging over 20 ships. The
attack on Pearl Harbor brought the United States into the war, and it also
led to the formation of the Grand Alliance, which included the United
States, the Soviet Union, and Great Britain.

The attack on Pearl Harbor had a profound impact on the course of the
war. It shattered Japan's hopes of a quick victory in the Pacific, and it also
galvanized the American public into supporting the war effort. The United
States quickly mobilized its vast industrial resources, and it soon began to
produce war materiel at an unprecedented rate.

By the end of 1941, Germany was facing a two-front war against a coalition
of powerful enemies. The Soviet Union was proving to be a formidable
opponent in the east, and the United States was quickly ramping up its war



production in the west. The German army was stretched thin, and its
resources were dwindling. It was clear that Germany could not win the war,
and the only question was when and how it would be defeated.

In "1941: The Year Germany Lost the War," Robert M. Citino provides a
masterful account of this pivotal year. He draws on a wealth of sources to
create a vivid and compelling narrative, and he offers fresh insights into the
events that led to Germany's eventual defeat. This book is essential
reading for anyone who wants to understand the Second World War.

About the Author

Robert M. Citino is a professor of history at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill. He is the author of several books on World War II, including
"The Wehrmacht: History, Myth, Reality" and "Blitzkrieg: Myths and
Realities."
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